LEICESTER DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY

Join us on a visit to Drayton House & Lowick Church, Kettering

on

Wednesday 18th April 2012

A unique opportunity to visit a house that is not open to the public as such.  Drayton house has been a family home for almost a thousand years.  The core of the house built by Simon de Drayton about 1300 survives, but the house is especially important for the transformation it had during the late 17th and early 18th centuries.  Henry 2nd Earl of Peterborough, a close friend of James 11 and Ambassador in France on two occasions, began this transformation in the 1650s.  After his death in 1697 his daughter Mary and her second husband, Sir John Germain, reputedly an illegitimate brother of William of Orange, completed the scheme.  With his Royal connections Germain was able to bring to Drayton many of the craftsmen who were working for the King at Hampton Court.  So there is architecture by William Talman, ironwork by Jean Tijou and furniture by Gerrit Jensen.  The house also has a unique spiral cantilever oak staircase and superb embroidered State Bed of 1700.  The house passed to the Sackville family in 1770, but only two rooms were changed, being decorated in the Adam manner.  The house, therefore, reflects its medieval origins and taste of the Baroque period while remaining very much a family home.

Lowick Church is famous for its splendid 15th century lantern tower, superb early 14th century glass, and monuments to the owners of Drayton. (In Simon Jenkins ‘Thousand Best Churches’, Lowick is counted amongst the top 100.

The programme for the day is as follows:

09.30am

Leave Glebe Road, Oadby, Leicester (LE2 2NE)

11.00am

Arrive at the Germain Rooms, Lowick for tea/coffee & biscuits

11.30-12.15pm

Presentation lecture by Bruce Bailey, archivist at Drayton

12.20-12.45pm

Visit to Lowick Church

12.50-02.00pm
             Lunch, included at The Snooty Fox

02.05pm

Short coach to Drayton House

02.15-03.45pm
             Tour of the house

04.00pm

Depart for home.

05.30pm

Arrive back in Leicester  

The cost of the day will be Members £40.00  /  Guests £42.00

(This includes morning tea/coffee, a soup & sandwich lunch & coffee/tea, and a tip for the coach driver)

Closing date for application 31st March 2012

Please note the house is NOT suitable for disabled people as there are many steps and a staircase on the tour

Guests are welcome; places are limited and will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis.

Payment is by cheque payable to: Leicester DFAS.  The cheque must be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope so that a ticket can be sent to you.  Your ticket will also constitute receipt for payment.  Please do NOT transfer your ticket to someone else unless agreed by Jane as there may be a waiting list.  Refunds can only be made if there is a waiting list and your ticket can be re-sold.

Please complete the slip below and return with cheque to:

Jane Wilford, 56 Blunts Lane, Wigston, Leicester, LE18 2HA.  Tel: 0116 2881783/Mobile 07767 255867

Study Day – Drayton House & Lowick Church, Kettering – 18th April 2012

Name(s)……………………………………………………………………Tel No…………………………

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………. No. of places……......................
Cheque enclosed £…………….. payable to ‘Leicester DFAS’

Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your acknowledgement

Leicester DFAS cannot be held responsible for any personal loss, damage or theft of members’ personal property.  Members are covered against proven liability to third parties.

